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Oxford University Press Inc, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 236 x 158 mm. Language:
English . Brand New Book. Thinking About Political Reform is the only genuinely comprehensive book on
reforming American government and politics available to students and instructors. Covering elections,
institutions, political processes, and behavior, it invites readers to go beyond the what of government and
politics that typically is covered in both introductory and advanced American government courses to consider
what s wrong , why , so what, and what if questions, encouraging them to examine the failures and flaws of the
governing process and to ponder potential solutions and their likely consequences. In addressing issues from
the role of citizens to elections to the three branches of government, it treats both the causes and consequences
of structural, procedural, and behavioral problems, offering a variety of common and sometimes not so
common reform proposals that are assessed from the perspectives of political science, economics, law,
journalism, and politics. The book asks readers to ground their thinking about reform in seven criteria or
standards that should characterize sound democratic government in the United States, pointing out that such
criteria are not always compatible and urging readers to prioritize their values before attacking reform issues.
Throughout, it applies those standards and an up-to-date review of the scholarly literature and current events
to the reform agenda, suggesting several approaches to evaluate, for example, the tensions between Congress
and the presidency, election systems, or political parties. Each chapter offers readers specific questions to help
them formulate their own views on reform and reminds them that reforms are linked; what is done to one
process or institution has consequences for others. The final chapter suggests how reform might occur but
cautions that ad hoc reforms are unlikely to solve...
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