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Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1860 edition. Excerpt: . 162 chapter viii. summary op preceding argument. There is
nothing so revolutionary, because there is nothing so unnatural and so convulsive to society, as the strain to
keep things fixed when all the world is, by the very law of its creation, in eternal progress; and the cause of all
the evils in the world may be traced to that natural but most deadly error of human indolence and corruption,
that our business is to preserve and not to improve. --Db. Arnold. Our task, now drawing to a close, has been a
somewhat ungrateful one. The nature of the subject has compelled us to dwell chiefly on the defects of
Quakerism, to disclose its weak points, to exhibit the mistakes of its defenders, and to trace the connection
existing between such mistakes and its present decrepit condition. It would have been a more inviting
employment, but a less useful one, to have unfolded the happier aspects under which Quakerism has displayed
itself; to have shown how much it really has accomplished for the cause of truth, and how benéeficially it has
influenced the theology of the whole professing Church; to have told of its noble struggle for liberty of
conscience, of its practical philanthropy, of its zeal for popular education, of its unfaltering protest against war;
or to have painted a lovely, because a faithful, picture of the exceeding happiness that dwells round hundreds
of Friends firesides. But such a course would have...
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