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Propositions to Compromise on the Slavery Question I make no reproaches, sir - none to either portion of the
House. I state the tirt; ami I state that fact to draw from it the conclusion, and to express the hope that there will
bo an endeavor to check this violence of party. What vicissitude do we not pass through in this short mortal
existence of ours! Eight years ago, I took my leave finally, and - as I supposed-forever of this body. At that time I
did not conceive of the possibility of being again returned to it; and if any private wishes and particular
inclination, and the desire during the short remnant of my days to remain in repose and quiet, could have
prevailed, you would never have aeon me, sir, occupying the scat which I now do upon this floor. The
Legislature of the State to which I belong, unsolicited by me, chose to designate me to represent them ir. this
Senate and Have come here, in obedience to a nemo of tem duty, with no personal objects - no private views
now or hereaIer to gratify. I know, sir, the jealousies fears, and apprehensions which arc engendered by the
spirit of party to which I bine referred i and if there be uny in my hearing now-if there be in or out of this Capitol
- anyone who is running the race for honor, and for elevation - for higher honor, for higher elevation, than that
which he may enjoy - I beg him to believe that I at least vref never...
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