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utility and applicability of results are valued equally. The International Association for Landscape Ecology
sponsors this series of studies in order to introduce and disseminate some of the new knowledge that is being
produced by this exciting new environmental science. Gray Merriam Ottawa, Canada Preface In Europe, during
the seventies, landscape ecology emerged as a fusion of the spatial approach of geographers and the
functional approach of ecologists. The latter focused on ecosystem functioning, regarding eco- systems as
homogeneous, almost abstract units in space, with input and output of energy and matter to and from the
undefined surroundings. Softcover reprint of the original 1st ed. 1993.
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