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lime, not phosphate of alumina, should be considered equal to
phosphate in ground coprolite. However, as undissolved
mineral phosphate is almost universally considered greatly
inferior to undissolved bone phosphate, the rule would have a
decidedly salutary effect in causing manufacturers to turn all
the phosphate into the soluble form; but it happens that what
is condemned as insoluble mineral phosphate commonly
contains a proportion of dissolved phosphate that has reverted
to an insoluble form which is little inferior and probably in the
potent climates of Ceylon is quite equal to the soluble
phosphate, so that it is a manifest injustice to the
manufacturer not to allow anything for it because it is
practically insoluble in water. Some eminent chemists hold
that all the soluble phosphate reverts to the form insoluble in
water in the soil before it is taken up by the plant, and that...
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