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Audible Studios on Brilliance, United States, 2016. CD-Audio. Book Condition: New. Unabridged. 171 x 133 mm.
Language: English . Brand New. In The Search for the Codex Cardona, Arnold J. Bauer tells the story of his
experiences on the trail of a cultural treasure, a Mexican "painted book" that first came into public view at
Sotheby s auction house in London in 1982, nearly 400 years after it was presumably made by Mexican artists
and scribes. On folios of amate paper, the Codex includes two oversized maps and 300 painted illustrations
accompanied by text in 16-century paleography. The Codex relates the trajectory of the Nahua people to the
founding of the capital of Tenochtitln and then focuses on the consequences of the Spanish conquest up to the
1550s. If authentic, the Codex Cardona is an invaluable record of early Mexico. Yet there is no clear evidence of
its origin, what happened to it after 1560, or even where it is today, after its last known appearance at Christie s
auction house in New York in 1998. Bauer first saw the Codex Cardona in 1985 in the Crocker Nuclear
Laboratory at the University of California, Davis, where scholars from Stanford and the University of California
were attempting to establish its authenticity. Allowed to gently lift a few pages of this ancient treasure, Bauer
was hooked. By 1986, the Codex had again disappeared from public view. Bauer s curiosity about the Codex
and its whereabouts led him down many forking pathsfrom California to Seville and Mexico City, to the
Firestone Library in Princeton, to the Getty Museum in Los Angeles and Christie s in New Yorkand it brought him
in contact with an international cast of curators, agents, charlatans, and erudite book dealers. The Search for
the Codex Cardona is a mystery...
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