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Forgotten Books, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Language: English .
Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from Professor Knatschke: Selected Works of the Great
German Scholar and of His Daughter Elsa Hansi is well known and well beloved by all the children of France
and Alsace-Lorraine. For Uncle Hansi knows how to speak to them, and has taught them a great deal, while
amusing them, through the artistic coloured sketches of his Histoire d Alsace. It is a history of Hansi s own
country, and a masterpiece of humour. Another book on Alsace, Mon Village, with its alternately droll and
pathetic pages, may be said to be full of laughter and tears. As for the coloured plates that illustrate the
letterpress, they fetch high prices among connoisseurs. Few artists have so quickly risen to fame. This is because
Hansi has devoted his genius as an artist and a writer to the service of his patriotic ideal. Born in Colmar, in
Alsace, in 1873, Hansi went to school in the Lycee of his native town after the annexation of Alsace-Lorraine to
the German Empire, and the main thing he learnt from his German teachers was a thorough hatred for
Germanism, as embodied in the stupid vanity and overbearing manners of these insufferable pedants. Tasks
and punishments were passively accepted by the Alsatian child, whose observing mind, naturally gifted for
irony, never forgot the grotesque figures of his teachers. Growing tired of history and philology, he took up the
study of commercial art, then of the fine arts properly so-called, and very soon became known as a landscape
painter. His true vocation was found when he wrote Professor Knatschke. This book, indeed, was a revelation.
Never had the Germans been so wittily ridiculed. Hansi...
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