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TheClassics.us. Paperback. Book Condition: New. This item is printed on demand. Paperback. 80 pages.
Dimensions: 9.7in. x 7.4in. x 0.2in.This historic book may have numerous typos and missing text. Purchasers can
usually download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not
illustrated. 1837 edition. Excerpt: . . . the sympathy of those who will be kind to them. If watchful observance
were united with common prudence and kindness, | believe that a prisoner of five years would rarely re-enter
society unqualified for the discharge of his duties there. It must be remembered that the criminals of the United
States are rarely the depraved, brutish creatures that fill the prisons of the old world. Even in the old world, |
have no doubt that every prison visitor has been consciouS, on first conversing privately with a criminal, of a
feeling of surprise at finding him so human: but in America, convicts are even more like other men. The reason
of my visiting them, as | told them, was to satisfy myself about the causes of crime in a country where there is
almost an absence of that want which occasions the greater proportion of social offences in England. Sooner
or later, all told me their stories in full: and | found that in every case some domestic misery had been the
poison of their lives. A harsh step-mother, an unfaithful wife, a jilting mistress, an intemperate son or father, --
these were the miseries at home which sent them out to drink: drinking brought on murder, or caused vicious
wants, which must be supplied by theft The stories, infinitely varied in their circumstances, were all alike in their
moral. | do not like the principle of the Auburn prison: and | am confident that...
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