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indexed. Not illustrated. 1874 Excerpt: .or fastened in the vicinity, and employed to point out the position
intended as a mark by which to point out a shoal, arranged to carry a mast or frame of cage-work, and loaded
so as to float in a vertical position. Smaller buoys of this kind are used as anchor-buoys. The can-buoy (A) is
conical, frusto-conieal, or conoidal in shape, and floats upon its side when moored. The cask-buoy is a short
frustum of a spindle, truncated at each end; it is sometimes cylindrical or nearly Bo. It is chiefly used for
carrying the warps of vessels laying at moorings. A good tight common cask may be used for the same
purpose, and is far less expensive. Life or safety buoys are intended to save the life of a person falling
overboard. They are suspended below a ship s taH rail, and are so arranged that they can be let go at a
moment s notice; the same pull which casts the buoy loose lighting a port-lire, to indicate the position of the
buoy to the person overboard as well as to the crew of the boat sent to pick him up, thus serving as a point of
resort for both. Such is the life-buoy of Lieutenant Cook. A fuse, composed of a proper mixture of phosphide of
calcium, is attached to the buoy. In case of a man overboard, the life-preserver is thrown into the water; the
moment the fuse becomes wet, it begins...
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