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illustrated. 1823. Excerpt: . . . CHAPTER IV. | Went on contemplating and rhyming, while Geoflroi continued his
strain, the mechanical cadence of which convinced me he was musing too, till | was roused by the dull and
hollow sound of a horn, blown, as it seemed to me, on the opposite bank of the river, and echoing or answered
in the wood beside me. The insinuations of the inspector rushed upon my mind, and | thought there were few
more convenient places for. rifling a poor travellers knapsack, and levying contributions on his purse. But the
reader will remark my forbearance, in saying nothing of the determined air with which I cocked my gun, nor
the desperate resolution | formed, not to be robbed by less than six highwaymen at any rate. | called out to
Geoffroi (in whatever tone my readers may severally fancy) to know what was meant by these sounds. Ah! sir,
are you awake Well, you have made a good sleep of it. Egad, | believe you had a lesson from the worthy slug-a-
bed Batiste; but you are far from coming up to your master yet. | confess | did not like this evasion, and |
repeated my question somewhat sharply. Why, lord! sir, are you afraid of robbers Having got so far, you may
make yourself easy on that head; for certainly the most convenient time to have cut yours or any other
gentlemans throat was while you were asleep in a dark wood...
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