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illustrated. 1917 edition. Excerpt: . .. is ordinarily measured. But there are complexities and difficulties attending
any comprehensive discussion of the subject. As a preliminary observation it would seem to be sufficiently
obvious that some parallel should be established between pianoforte playing as a study subject and other
branches of the public school curriculum. At first sight it would seem to be obvious that anything like the
standardization of high school work in pianoforte playing should be preceded by equally definite standards of
grade school work in the same subject. In other words, any course in piano playing relating itself to a high
school course of study would seem to pre-suppose a preparation in pianoforte playing analogous to the
preparation pre-supposed in other branches of study. But it is not clear that even this preliminary observation
can safely be accepted as a premise or consistently followed to its logical conclusion. Chemistry, astronomy,
and various other subjects are practically begun with the high school regime. At a superficial glance there
would seem to be no good reason why the subject of pianoforte playing then begun should not receive like
credit recognition. But here again difficulties beset the discussion. For there is grave question as to whether
high schools, or any other schools or private teachers, can with propriety encourage persons of high school
age entering upon the serious study of a subject, success or substantial attainment in which is almost invariably
conditioned on early beginnings. For the indications of musical history...
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